
Gillian Ayres (1930 - 2018)

Gillian Ayres was one of the leading British abstract painters of 
her generation. She studied at Camberwell College of Art (1946-
1950), and was one of the first Young Contemporaries. She taught 
at St. Martin’s College of Art and the Royal Academy of Art, and 
was made a Royal Academician in 1991. As well as the vibrant, 
heavily worked canvases Gillian Ayres is best known for, she 
was also a dedicated print maker. Gillian Ayres was appointed 
Commander of the Order of the British Empire (CBE) in 2011. In 
2017 the National Museum Cardiff hosted a major survey of work 
she produced while living in Wales during the 1980’s. In April the 
definitive monograph on Gillian Ayres was published, this is the 
first major publication on the artist’s life and work in more than a 
decade and a half. Ayres died aged 88 in North Devon, England, 
on 10 April 2018.
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